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OMICRON — NEW VARIANT

By- Mamta (Navjyoti India Foundation)
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Christmas celebration
story

children of SPID Society

Long ago, about 2000 years, when
King Herod ruled Judea (now part of
Israel), God sent the angel Gabriel to a
young woman who lived in the northern
town of Nazareth. The girl's namewas
Mary and she was engaged to marry
Joseph.

The angel Gabriel said to Mary: ‘Peace
be with you! God has blessed you and
is pleased with you.” Mary was very
surprised by this and wondered what
the angel meant. The angel said to her
‘Don’tbe afraid, God has been very kind
to you. You will become pregnant by
the Holy Spirit and give birth to a baby
boy and you will call him Jesus. He will
be God’s own Son and his kingdom
will never end.” Mary was very afraid
but she trusted God. ‘Let it happen as
God chooses.’ she replied to the angel.
Gabriel also told Mary that her cousin,
Elizabeth who everyone thought was
too old to have children, would have
a baby boy whom God had chosen to
prepare the way for Jesus.

Mary said goodbye to her family and
friends and went to visit her cousin
Elizabeth and her husband Zechariah.
Elizabeth was very happy to see Mary.
She knew that Mary had been chosen
by God to be the mother of his Son. An
angel had already told Zechariah that
Elizabeth’s baby would prepare people
to welcome Jesus. He was to be called
John. Mary stayed with Elizabeth about
three months and then returned home
to Nazareth.

Joseph was worried when he found
out that Mary was expecting a baby
before their marriage had taken place.
He wondered if he should put off the
wedding altogether. Then an angel
appeared to Joseph in a dream and
said: ‘Don’t be afraid to have Mary as
your wife.” The angel explained that
Mary had been chosen by God to be the
mother of his Son and told Joseph that
the baby would be named Jesus which
means ‘Saviour’ because he would
save people. When Joseph woke up,
he did what the angel had told him to
do and took Mary as his wife.

At this time, the land where Mary and
Joseph lived was part of the Roman
Empire. The Roman Emperor Augustus
wanted to have a list of all the people in
the empire, to make sure they paid their
taxes. He ordered everyone to return to
the town where their families originally
came from, and enter their names in
a register (or census) there. Mary and
Joseph travelled a long way (about 70
miles) from Nazareth to Bethlehem,
because that is where Joseph'’s family
came from. Most people walked but
some lucky people had a donkey to
help carry the goods needed for the
journey. Joseph and Mary travelled
very slowly because Mary’s baby was
due to be born soon.

When they reached Bethlehem they
had problems finding somewhere to
stay. So many people had come to
register their names in the census that
every house was full and every bed
was taken in all of the guest rooms.
The only place to stay that they could
find was with the animals. People often
kept animals in the house, especially
at night, and used them like ‘central
heating’! People normally slept on a
raised/upper level with the animals
below to give them extra warmth.

So in the place where the animals
slept, Mary gave birth to Jesus, the
Son of God.

In those days it was the custom to wrap
new born babies tightly in a long cloth
called ‘swaddling clothes’. Jesus’ bed
was the manger that the animals ate
their hay from.

Inthe hills and fields outside Bethlehem,
shepherds looked after their sheep
through the long night. As the new day
began, suddenly an angel appeared
before them and the glory of God shone
around them. The shepherds were
very, very scared, but the angel said,
‘Don’t be afraid. | have good news for
you and everyone. Today in Bethlehem
a Saviour has been born for you. You
will find the baby lying in a manger.’

Then many more angels appeared,
lighting up the sky. The shepherds
heard them praising God singing:
‘Glory to God in highest, and peace to
everyone on earth.” When the angels
had gone the shepherds said to one
another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem to see
what has happened.’ So the shepherds
went to Bethlehem and found Mary and
Joseph. The baby Jesus was lying in a
manger as they had been told. When
they saw him, they told everyone what
the angel had said and everyone who
heard the story were astonished. Then
the shepherds returned to their sheep,
praising God for sending his Son to be
their Saviour.

When Jesus was born, a brand new
bright star appeared in sky. Some Wise
Men in faraway countries saw the star
and guessed what it meant. They were
very clever men that studied the stars
and had read in very old writings that
a new star would appear when a great
king was born. They set out to find the
new king and bring him gifts.

The Wise Men followed the star
towards the country of Judea and




when they got to the capital called
Jerusalem they began to ask people:
‘Where is the child who is born to be
king of the Jews?’ Herod, the king of
Judea, heard this and it made him very
angry to think that someone might be
going to take his place as king. Herod
sent for the Wise Men to come to him.
He told them to go on following the star
until they had found the baby king. He
said: ‘When you have found him, let

me know where he is, so that | can go

and worship him.” But Herod did not tell
them that he really had The Wise Men
followed the star towards Bethlehem

Mary and they went back to Israel. But
when he heard that Herod’s son was
now king of Judea, he was afraid to go
there. So instead they went to Galilee,
and lived in their old town of Nazareth.

(where it said that the king would be

born in the old writings). It seemed to
stop and shine directly down upon the
place where Jesus was.

The Wise Men entered the house
where they now lived and found Jesus
with Mary, they bowed down and
worshipped him. The Wise Men spread
the gifts they had brought before Jesus.
The gifts were gold, frankincense and
myrrh. The Wise Men were warned
in a dream, by God, not to go back to
Herod. So they returned home to their
countries in the East by a different
way. But Herod did not tell them that
he really had an evil plan in mind to Kill
the new Kking.

When the Wise Men had gone, an
angel appeared to Joseph in a dream.
‘Get up,” the angel said, ‘take Jesus
and Mary and escape to Egypt. Stay
there until | tell you, for Herod is going
to search for Jesus to kill him.” So
Joseph got up, took Jesus and Mary
during the night they left for Egypt,
where he stayed until Herod died.

When Herod realized that he had been
tricked by the Wise Men, he was furious
and he gave orders to kill all the boys
aged two or younger in Bethlehem and
the surrounding area. This was to try
and kill the new King, as his plan to
find the location of the new king from
the Wise Men had failed.

After Herod had died, Joseph had
another dream in which an angel
appeared to him. The angel said, ‘Get
up, take Jesus and Mary and go back
to Israel, for those who were trying Kill
Jesus are dead.’

So Joseph got up, took Jesus and
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| EARNED THIS MISTER | WAIT . I' LIKE
CHACHA JI | WHE
H‘WGEE Tou ﬁﬂlrn;ﬂ-‘h MONEY WITH TO BUY YOUR BAG. |
P sl : ST HARD WORK.

SADL 11 HAVE
TEN THOUSAND
RUPEES.

| THOUGHT I'LL
DEPOSIT THOSE

IN BAME,

'-1
WHYDOYOU X e TEN YEARS AGO | PAID A [ E'ELIIEI, :HEEEJ,?;J g
WANT TO BUY HUNDRED RUPEES FOR I, ’
THISOLDBAGT |  wuch, YOU CAN PAY ME THE SAME. TOTARE QUT THE

INSIDE STUFF.

THE DEAL 15 STRUCK.
THIS BAG AND
EVERYTHING IN IT

BELONGS TO ME. IF
YOU FIGHT I'LL CALL
THE POLICE. HERE'S

YOUR MONEY.

" WHERE ARE THOSE TEN

THOUSAND RUPEES YOU
WERE GOING TG DEPOSIT 7
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AT (Butterflies)

HE—kd HUICd

Ul (Butterflies)

fad® (Casp Delhi unit)
ArgesRUIdT:

TR (Butterflies)

T (Butterflies)

At (Butterflies)

g (Butterflies)

9w (Butterflies)
AHIE (Pragati wheel school)
DIl (Deepalaya)

fa=IaT (Angaza foundation)
TE IEIR 9 W 16 9§ BT SF B dedl g fIRad, AU Td TR B | 3BT S5 ol Td g9 MU & AT (Pragati wheel school)
Al B FEA B foy G g IRAT T 2 | A8 SR fcel a1e IfBR ged gRT deRUAES & HEANT | g7 (Pragati wheel school)
LEANERERISIRG RS d% (Pragati wheel school)
Rl 9Tt STEIPR Ffd C/O IeRUISS, 163/4, W ATelt ITef, SR, 78 et -110047 AT (Casp Delhi unit)
HRA B9 : 011-35391068, 69, 70  E-mail : butterfliesngo@gmail.com Ry (Casp Delhi unit)

RIS HeTaaT : Misereor Katholische Zentralstelle, Furenwicklungshilfee.V. Germany
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